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Greetings to all!!! Thank you for being apart of this magnificent organization.  To begin with, you DON’T have to be a poet to be apart of this organization. This is a popular misconception. We take anyone that is willing and able to follow the mission statement. The mission statement is the Passion Plan. For further information about the Passion Plan please refer to the AIDS Awareness Poets website at www.aapoets.com.  


We have a busy couple of months ahead of us. In each of these months we follow phases. Phases are events and activities that all chapters must do within that month. In the month of July, the forth of July will be the main date of interest. In the week of the 4th of July there will be many activities. It will be our responsibility to go to these activities or events and pass AIDS Awareness information. If you don’t have AIDS Awareness information or products such as flyers, wristbands, and shirts then please contact the president ASAP!


 The Alabama chapter has really been on the ball! So far they’ve had a Sex Talk Program where they bring in AIDS Awareness when they educate people about sex. Every Saturday morning until August this chapter does community service. In May this chapter participated in an event called Swamp Fest, in which they set up an AIDS Awareness Poets booth to educate their community.

 
The Miami chapter has also been a very busy chapter largely because of their great performing arts chair T.P. Pearson. T.P. is a well-known poet in Miami. He performs at local high schools and middle school in Miami. Before and after his performances he educates the kids about AIDS Awareness and the AIDS Awareness Poets organization.


As far as the rest of the chapters go, the New York chapter and West Palm Beach Chapters have been active. At the end of June the New York chapter took a visit to an AIDS clinic for a party. The West Palm Beach Chapter has been going to the malls and the clubs to educate their community about AIDS Awareness. Additionally, this chapter has been participating in various festivals in Dade County, Broward County, and Palm Beach County in which they discuss to a large group of people AIDS Awareness and the AIDS Awareness Poets organization as well.


Some of our most outstanding members have been ill. Chakena Conway, the president of the New York chapter was in the hospital. But thanks to our thoughts and prayers she is out of the hospital and is doing well. She wants to thank everyone for their concerns. Selina Hodge, president of the West Palm Beach Chapter was in the hospital as well. She is out of the hospital but will have to undergo surgery for dialysis this Friday. Please aim your thoughts and prayers for Selina's health this week. These are all the personal updates we have. If you would like to have your personal updates on the newsletter or would like to share a testimonial then please contact the President of AIDS Awareness Poets, Mr. Devin T. Robinson X.


In this section we will have an original piece by one of our own members!

“Early Grave”

By Michael Theodore
Look in the sky up high, it’s a bird, maybe a plane

Oh no, its someone committing suicide from their pain

Because it is their only way out from this debilitating disease

That inflicts so much agony that it hurts when they breath

And will cause individuals to cough up blood

And the only comfort for them is unconditional love

Their syndrome is terminal, the diagnosis is AIDS

This harsh reality causes many to start digging an Early Grave

Which is from the funguses, cancers, and shortness of breath

Low energy, low immunity, will lead to an untimely death

Now back to the person jumping off the plane, plummeting to the Earth

They question God and ask, Why am I blessed with this curse?

Their souls are depleted, and their spirit has no worth

And suicide is the option for them to kill their curse

Life is an every day struggle, they are not thankful for their trouble

They want God to use His pin to burst their life’s bubble

Because they feel that their fates are unjust

All because of the night of passion they gave into that person they had trust

On that night they gave into that demon called lust

With no protection because for their partner it was a must

And there was no fears because they had no symptoms for years

And now their bodies are riddled with pain, they can’t hold back the tears

The doctors give them medicine to keep them optimistic

Knowing that their chances for survival is not realistic

Their kids tries to comfort them whenever they show up

But depression hits when they realize that they will never see them grow up

They will miss the special moments like graduation and prom dates

The news of engagements followed by the tasty wedding cake

Stepping into their kids first houses, celebrating grandchildren’s birthdates

They will feel intense sorrow and will shed enough tears that can fill up a lake

They can feel their hearts burning as their falling in the air

Screaming to the Lord that this is not fair

Saying why do bad things happen to good people

And begged to the Lord that if their life is a movie, please let it have a proper sequel 

Because another chance at life is what they want

They want to restart their lives with a new jump

But that would be the last thought that they would get

Because at that moment the ground they would hit

That would burst their skin and break their body’s strong bones

And a witness would dial 911 on their cell phone

And when the much needed ambulance arrived

It was to late because they were no longer alive

Now this piece was not based on a true story

But these events are real and a little more gory

The syndrome called AIDS is real and is no joke

No cure is in reach, so all should take note

Use condoms or abstain to protect yourself from this monster called AIDS

Or else you might find your self falling from the sky to an Early Grave 

5 Facts On AIDS:

Source: http://www.crescentcity.com/noaids/facts.htm
1) Approximately 700,000 to 900,000 Americans are currently infected with HIV. With 40,000 new infections each year, that is one new infection every 13 minutes. 


2) The number of U. S. teenagers infected with HIV doubles every 14 months-worldwide, half of all new infections occur in persons between the ages of 15 to 19 years old.

3) Worldwide, 35 million people have been infected and 5 million have developed AIDS. 


4) African American and Hispanic women together account for more than 77% of AIDS cases reported among women, yet represent less than one-fourth of the total female population in the U.S. 


5) As of right now, there is no foreseeable cure for HIV. 


